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Citizen Science in IWRM
• Problems affecting traditional IWRM:
• Climate change, Lack of financial resources, Lack of holistic network monitoring
•
•
•
•

systems, Time constraints,
Citizen Science, provides:
Transparency and modernization of governance structures, cost effective tools for
monitoring, assessment and reporting systems, higher spatial and temporal
resolution of data collection, local engagement
Examples:
Smart Harare, Huduma,

Youth Engagement in the Governance
Structures
• Close to 70% of Africa’s Population are youths and more than half of them have
an active digital presence

• Due to the demographic and digital dividend, majority of citizen scientists are
youths

• There is need to include this massive pool of human, and intellectual resources in
the decision and policy making process

• Exclusion of youths leads to a skewed perspective of the problems on the ground
• There will be better participation in the citizen science for IWRM, if the youths’
voices are heard

What needs to be done
• Governments should guarantee youth representation in professional and formal
bodies and structures

• Adherence to international conventions for the inclusion of youth in governance
structures

• Organisations such as UNESCO, United States International University in Africa

(USIU-Africa), Cape Citizen Science, etc, can partner governments to educate
youths on the rights, responsibilities and opportunities in the governance systems
regardless of academic background

• Proactive participation from the youths

