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SADC-GMI in the RSA Legal Context
1.
2.

3.
4.



SADC-GMI is established as a Chapter 21 not-for-profit company (NPC) under
South African law
Guided and supervised by a Board of Directors comprising 8 members as
follows:
a. Head of the SADC Secretariat’s Water Division – Chair
b. Director of the Institute for Groundwater Studies at the University of the Free
State in his Capacity as the host of the SADC-GMI offices
c. University of the Free State’s Research Directorate currently represented by
the Deputy Director
d. Swaziland as current chair of SADC
e. South Africa as Vice-Chair of SADC and host country of the SADC-GMI
f. Namibia nominated by the Steering Committee
g. Zambia nominated by Steering Committee
h. Ex-officio Executive Director
Board meets 4 times annually (March, June, September, December)
Hence SADC-GMI is required to develop and implement its own Strategic
Plan to guarantee its sustainability

SADC-GMI – A Subsidiary of SADC Structure
1.

All 15 SADC Member States participate in SADC-GMI
activities through a Steering Committee which meets twice
annually (March & September)

2.

Steering Committee also serves as SADC sub-Committee
on Hydrogeology which reports to the SADC Water

Resources Technical Committee
3.

Members serving on both the Board and Steering
Committee

provide

essential

accountability

governance interface between the two bodies


and
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BACKGROUND TO THE 1st SADC GROUNDWATER CONFERENCE








The Southern African Development Community
Groundwater Management Institute (SADC-GMI)
held
its
1st
Groundwater
Conference
in
Johannesburg, South Africa from 26th to 28th
September 2018,
The theme was “Adapting to Climate Change in the
SADC Region through Water Security – A focus on
Groundwater”.
The conference was attended by more than 120
groundwater
practitioners,
researchers
and
decision-makers
The conference deliberated on the role of
groundwater in enhancing water security and
resilience in SADC under pressures of climate
change and human development.

Key messages from the 1st SADC-GMI Groundwater
Conference to the 7th Africa Water Week and beyond
•

The conference noted that the 7th Africa Water Week will
be held from 29th October to 2nd November 2018 in
Libreville, Gabon and convened by the African Ministers

Council on Water (AMCOW) in conjunction with the
African Union Commission under its theme “Toward

Achieving Water Security and Safely Managed Sanitation
for Africa”
• We, the participants, have the following key messages to

inform deliberations in Libreville and beyond:

Key message 1: Dependency of the Africa population on Groundwater

• Groundwater supplies many cities and rural communities in

Africa. About 75% of the African population depends on
groundwater for drinking. Groundwater for productive uses
fundamentally hinges on energy for pumping. Solar energy

access for farmers can greatly enhance the pressure on
groundwater resources and need to be carefully developed.

• We call upon African States to meaningfully include

groundwater in water management plans and, more
generally, in socio-economic development strategies,
considering the water-food-energy nexus.

Key message 2: Groundwater as a buffer to climate change
& role in adaptation and mitigation strategies
• Groundwater is more resilient to climate change than surface water. It is
poised to play an increasing role in adaptation and mitigation strategies.
Population and economic growth will also increase the pressure on this
resource.
• Given the importance of groundwater in coping with water scarcity challenges
brought about by climate change, there is a need to develop regional
groundwater assessment and exploration strategies, which will also identify
priority transboundary aquifers for sustainable development. This is in
response to the fact that, in contrast to surface water, groundwater remains
invisible to policy makers because of lack of information.

• We call upon African States to proactively include

groundwater in climate change and adaptation strategies

to

enhance

communities.

long-term

resilience

of

cities

and

Key message 3 and 4: Conjunctive use of water
resources and Managed Aquifer Recharge
•

Successful conjunctive use and management of groundwater and surface water
resources at national and transboundary level should be supported by science-based
evidence from research, capacity building and an enabling policy, legal and
institutional framework. The vulnerability of African cities to drought has necessitated
a rethink about water resilience and conjunctive use of water resources.

•

Decision-makers in African cities are encouraged to broaden the water supply mix to
include urban stormwater, treated waste water, desalinated water and groundwater.

•

The implementation of Managed Aquifer Recharge (MAR) schemes has been
successfully implemented in several African countries and it has proved to be a
sustainable solution to water management in a wide range of environmental and social
contexts.

•

We call upon AMCOW for the proactive implementation of MAR to enhance water
security.

Key message 5: Management of Transboundary Aquifers
• 72 transboundary aquifers (TBAs) have been identified in Africa. They
underlie 40% of the continent and it is estimated that 33% of the African
population live on top of TBAs. There is a need to strengthen and develop
institutions to promote transboundary aquifer cooperation, focusing on
tangible water problems faced by African States. Transboundary groundwater
monitoring infrastructure is required along with data sharing and
harmonisation protocols. Several projects have been launched in the SADC
region to foster the management of TBAs (e.g. Stampriet aquifer, Ramotswa
aquifer, Shire aquifer). The lessons of these pilot projects can be taken up in
the rest of the continent.
• Experiences of TBA management in SADC show that transboundary
organisations are instrumental in managing TBAs, such as Lake and River
Basin Organizations (L/RBOs) and the SADC Groundwater Management
Institute (SADC-GMI).

• We encourage L/RBOs and other transboundary organizations

to support the management of TBAs.

Key message 6: Transboundary Cooperation and
SDGs
• Among
the
United
Nations
Sustainable
Development Goals, (SDGs), SDG 6 aims at
ensuring water and sanitation for all. This SDG
targets that by 2030, integrated water resources
management is implemented at all levels,
including through transboundary cooperation
(SDG 6.5.2).
• We call upon AMCOW to support international

cooperation amongst African States to develop
instruments for TBA management contributing to
Indicator 6.5.2.

Key message 7: Strengthen Capacity
• It is critical to recognize that groundwater issues
arise
at
local,
national
and
possibly
transboundary level. Countries need to identify
appropriate
scales
for
intervention
and
management, and ensuring a nesting of scales
and associated institutions, from local to
international, in order to properly match resource
investments with problems at hand and achieve
successful outcomes.
• African countries need to strengthen their

capacity for groundwater management, which will
enhance
the
success
of
transboundary
cooperation.

Key message 8:Groundwater and land-use planning

• Sanitation and waste handling is closely linked to
groundwater, with poor onsite sanitation and
unplanned dumpsites being culprits of serious
contamination, rendering groundwater unfit for
use for extended times, up to generations.
Significant co-benefits arise from proper landuse planning and recycling of waste.
• AMCOW and African States are urged to explicitly
account for groundwater impacts in land-use,
sanitation and waste handling strategies

Key message 9 :Coastal Aquifers and seawater Intrusion

• Coastal aquifers present special challenges
due to risk of seawater intrusion, which is
already evident.
• Coastal cities and small island states in

Africa need to carefully develop their
groundwater resources, while also
protecting them through MAR and
augmenting water supply from secondary
sources, like desalination and waste
water reuse.

Key message 10 :Sharing Groundwater Knowledge and Capacity
Building for Sustainable Groundwater Management

• Finally, AMCOW and African States are strongly
encouraged to foster learning alliances, capacity
development, knowledge-sharing and networking on
groundwater at the continental and international
level, through the support to learning institutions,
specialised centres, and international exchange
programs in order to fulfil their mandate on
supporting sustainable water management in Africa.

