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Katherine Madden - SIWI
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Session Objectives (objectifs de la session)
•
•
•
•

Show the potential of improved rainfed agriculture and cost-benefit analysis of investments.
Show how governments are currently setting up improved rainfed agriculture.
Point out how governments can intensify green water management and change the lives of African producers.
Demonstrate leadership in the area of rainfed agriculture.

Session Plan (Plan de session)
•
•
•
•
•

Opening debate
Organisation of the presentation
Session/panel contribution
Thoughts and ideas, the road ahead
Further discussion
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Session Summary (Résumé de la session)
•

Transforming Agriculture through Investments in Rainfed Agriculture (TAIRA) is an initiative led by the Stockholm
International Water Initiative (SIWI) aimed at developing green water and improving rainfed agriculture in Africa
through financial investments and political leadership.
Green water can be defined as: the water that infiltrates into the unsaturated soils from precipitation, which is
stored in the upper layers of the soil and is available to plant roots; rainfed agriculture depends on green water.
The main finding of this session is that it is possible to deal with the food insecurity and crises experienced by
most African countries by unleashing the potential of improved rainfed agriculture.
More than 95% of African food production comes from rainfed agriculture, but only 5% of public investments are
allocated to water for farming. Although substantial investment is required to improve rainfed agriculture, there
is a clear value proposition for this to take place. By maximising green water capture, storage and utilisation, it is
possible to build capacity for adaptation to climate change and enable producers to move beyond subsistence
farming to achieve economic growth and sustainable development.

Questions and Answers (questions et réponses)
No question period was held. Small groups of 3-5 participants were formed in the room and the moderator gave them
instructions on the focus of the discussions to be held by each group. The aim was to share opinions, experience and
knowledge and to dialogue.
First Focus: Can rainfed agriculture be profitable?
Second Focus: What roles should the government play in successful implementation of rainfed agriculture?

Conclusions of the Session (conclusions de la session)
Africa has the potential to produce enough food to more than satisfy its own needs. However, due to natural constraints,
95% of the continent’s potentially arable land is rainfed, i.e. not irrigated and entirely dependent on rain.
Most investments in water management and development for agriculture target clean water, but 90% of food production
and 95% of farm lands depend on green water. Thus, additional investments are required to improve rainfed agriculture
throughout Africa.
Improved rainfed agriculture can be financed through a combination of new funding sources and reallocation of existing
resources used to deal with the consequences of the current general failure of rainfed agriculture. New approaches are
required to significantly and sustainably regenerate rural African economies.
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